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AJUSD SPOTLIGHT
News, notes and stories from around the Apache Junction Unified School District.

DR. ANDERSON NAMED SUPERINTENDENT OF THE YEAR
Dr. Krista Anderson had singular focus when she became an educator.
“I love to know I’m making an impact on children,” said Anderson, superintendent of the
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Apache Junction Unified School District.
That impact was recognized in early December when Anderson was named
Superintendent of the Year for medium size school districts by the Arizona School
Administrators (ASA) organization. The award was given out during a conference held by
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the ASA and the Arizona School Boards Association.
“I was very excited to get the call sharing that I was Superintendent of the Year,”
Anderson said. “I guess what it means to me is the fact over the past three years we have
worked very hard to move Apache Junction School District towards improved student
learning and improved systems. We’re working together instead of against each other.”
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Anderson was named AJUSD’s superintendent in July of 2017. She immediately began
working with students, staff members, city leaders and people in the community to
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develop a strategic plan for the district. AJUSD did not have a strategic plan in place prior
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to her arrival.
Jodi Ehrlich, outgoing president of the AJUSD governing board, credited Anderson for
establishing a vision for the district, core values and goals with specific performance
indicators used to measure the achievement of those goals. She also praised Anderson’s
work within the city of Apache Junction and Pinal County.
“She has cultivated relationships across our community, including city and county
leaders as well as many community organizations,” Ehrlich said. “She is committed not
only to our students, but our staff and their success in our community. Dr. Anderson in
conjunction with her leadership team have worked tirelessly to improve the opportunities
and education the students in our district receive. She and her team are well deserving of
this award.”

Monthly Awards- 3

EPICS AWARD
The challenge: A rural village of about 500 families needed
help in developing a secure potable water supply for
domestic use.
Thousands of miles away, six students in the introduction to
engineering class at Apache Junction High School got to
work. They came up with the idea of building a metal storage
tank with a metal funnel attached to the top so rainwater
could drip in during the wet season.
They then installed a pipeline on the bottom that moved into
a filter box that filtered out the water, which then ran into a
concrete cistern under the town that was accessible by
concrete stairs.
Impressive?
The judges at Arizona State’s Engineering Projects in
Community Service (EPICS) Olympiad thought so. Apache
Junction’s tank and filter system was selected as one of 11
finalists in the mid-November competition, and the judges
gave the students’ presentation 3.67 points out of a possible
five.
If you haven’t figured it out by now, the students in the
introduction to engineering class didn’t actually build the
tank and filter system. But their concept was remarkable,
given the fact it was the first time Apache Junction had
participated in the Olympiad and considering five of the six
students are freshmen, the sixth a sophomore.
The freshmen: Benjamin Martinez, Kenda Grose, Micah
Pape, Johnny Baca and Destiny Ruelas Estrada. Manuel
Pacheco was the lone sophomore.
“They represented Apache Junction very well,” said Cary
McDavid, who teaches the engineering class as well as
physical science at the high school. “For a freshman group to
do what they did, I was pretty impressed.”

TOUCHDOWN
FOR TEACHERS

Desert Vista Elementary second grade teacher Rebecca
Marquez received a $500 check through the Touchdown
for Teachers Program in partnership with the Arizona
Cardinals. The check will be used to benefit Mrs.
Marquez’s classroom.

WHAT IS THE
ARIZONA
FACILITIES
SCHOOL BOARD?
The Arizona Facilities School Board, in conjunction with
The Students First law, distributes monies that can be
used for major renovation and repairs of a building, for
upgrades to building systems (e.g. heating, cooling,
plumbing) that will maintain or extend the useful life of
a building, and for infrastructure costs. Monies from the
fund may not be used for new construction.
A building’s square footage, age and student capacity are
used in the building renewal calculation. The School
Facilities Board distributes building renewal monies to
school districts in two equal installments in November
and May of each year.

MONTHLY AWARDS
Congratulations to our Students of the Month
Ellery Brennan, Hunter Wheaton, Isabella Torres, Carlos Vega Lozano, Taylor Hort,
Cody Livingston, Saida Ortiz Ayon , Raymond Denogean, Dallas Wiltz and Sigfrido Ibarra!

Congratulations to the Transportation Employee of the Month Wanna Rosengarten!

Congratulations to our Classified Employees of the Month
Monica Palencia, Debbie Castro, Kelli Stimson and Cynthia Garcia!

