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AJUSD SPOTLIGHT
News, notes and stories from around the Apache Junction Unified School District.

WHY YOU SHOULD ENROLL YOUR CHILDREN IN AJUSD
The Apache Junction Unified School District is getting ready for the return to in-person
learning on March 22, but it also is looking ahead to the 2021-2022 school year. We are

IN THIS E

excited about the possibilities for our students’ future.

NEWSLETTER:

Registration is underway for all five of AJUSD’s schools: Apache Junction High School,
Cactus Canyon Junior High, Four Peaks Elementary, Desert Vista Elementary, and Peralta
Trail Elementary.
We know you have choices as to where you send your kids to school. Here are just a few
reasons I think AJUSD is the place for you:
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How Does AJUSD
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We offer a free, high-quality education that focuses on the Arizona State Standards.

School Facilities

Standards-based lessons will engage your child in authentic hands-on activities that will

Board - 2

excite them to want to explore the concept further.
We have teachers who will go the extra mile to ensure your child is successful in the
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classroom. Our teachers are not only highly skilled and dedicated, but they also have big
hearts that let your child know they care about their social and emotional well-being.
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Our extra-curricular activities include a nationally recognized yearbook program at
Cactus Canyon, an NJROTC program at Apache Junction High School that welcomes
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eighth-grade students, and an AVID program that prepares students for college and their
choice of careers. At the elementary level, students will have the opportunity to
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participate in a variety of clubs and activities.
AJUSD offers full-day kindergarten and child care/preschool opportunities for 1 to 5year-olds with certified teachers for the preschoolers.
To find out how to enroll your children in one of our schools, please go to ajusd.org
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HOW DOES AJUSD
RECEIVE FUNDING?

SCHOOL FACILITIES
BOARD

The funding equation for Arizona schools dates back 35

Last month in this newsletter we listed six grants

years. The formula has been tweaked since the advent of

distributed by the Arizona School Facilities Board that

charters and other school choice options, but the basis of

helped pay for improvements/repairs in the Apache

it remains very much the same as when it was formed.

Junction Unified School District. This month, we’re going

The most impactful component of the funding formula is
student enrollment. Certain groups of students are

to show you that while SFB funds are critical, they can’t
cover all needed facility repairs within AJUSD.

funded differently. Special needs students receive more

For example, SFB monies won’t cover new carpet in a

funding. In addition, there are some differences among

classroom, approximate cost $4,500.

grade levels. Another piece of the funding equation is
teacher experience. The more veteran a district’s
teachers, the more funding they will receive; however, it
is not nearly as dramatic of an impact as student

To Hydroseed for grass at Desert Vista Elementary would
cost just under $14,000. Repairing a sprinkler system at
DVES would cost $1,200.

enrollment. Lastly, the state determines a base level

And painting a classroom, something that needs done at

support amount per student.

all of AJUSD’s schools? Right around $300.

Districts also receive District Additional Assistance

Let’s be clear: Schools are about education, not money.

funding. These monies are intended to be used for capital

But to provide the best educational experience for

items like technology, buses, textbooks, etc. The

children at AJUSD, money is needed. And the School

“additional assistance” money is also largely tied to

Facilities Board can’t provide all of it.

student enrollment.
School districts can receive funding from other sources as
well. Local bond and override elections are examples.
Bonds and overrides are temporary and locally tax
funded. Overrides can boost a district’s capital or
maintenance and operations budgets up to 15%.
Other sources of funding are state and federal grants.
Districts must apply, qualify and be awarded funding
through grants. Generally speaking, expenditures within
grants have strict guidelines. Grant funding can change
from year to year. In the 2020-2021 school year, about
15% of AJUSD’s overall funding was from grants.
Next month we'll take a 30,000-foot look at AJUSD's
financial situation.

LEARNING LAB

It’s mid-morning Tuesday and 70 or so kids are

There is a lot of supervision and support, students are

hunched in front of their computers inside the cafeteria

given breakfast and lunch and we have had attendance

and gymnasium at Cactus Canyon Junior High School.

of 50 or more students since the first day it opened.

The kindergarten and first grade students, all wearing

There also has been little to no disruption from

masks, are socially distanced inside the cafeteria. Next

behavior.”

door, on the gym floor, about 30 second-to-fifth grade

Jim Graham, the lead facilitator in the Lab, said on a

students are in the middle of their studies, their desks at

typical day between 70 to 80 kids show up. Eighteen staff

least six feet apart.

members are on hand, including two to three nurses. In

It’s remarkably quiet, given the age of the kids –

addition to their studies, the students get

particularly the younger ones – and the chaos that could

recess periods twice a day.

ensue. A young female student raises her hand and

“It gives them an opportunity to have a safe place to

almost immediately a teacher wanders over to see what

learn,” Graham said. “It’s as close to school as you can

she needs.

get without being officially at school.”

Welcome to the Learning Lab, a place for students whose

Shawna James has five kids in the program, a third

parents for whatever reason can not be at home with

grader, two first graders and two kindergarten students.

them while the Apache Junction Unified School District

A stay at home mom, James tried at first to manage

continues in its online learning model.

having five small children learning from home. But she

(AJUSD will return to in-person learning on March 22.)

couldn’t help them all out and, “was in tears and

The lab was created as the result of an executive order by
Arizona Governor Doug Ducey, who wanted to provide a
safe environment to students who might need additional
support.
“The lab has been a very positive experience for those

frustrated daily. I just didn’t have enough places for
them to be separate and for them to keep quiet.”
Making matters more difficult: One of James’ kids is on
an Individualized Education Plan. Also, she said, her
kids are adopted and have “more emotional issues.”

students who are in attendance,” said Heather Wallace,

The Learning Lab has been a godsend.

AJUSD’s executive director of educational services.

“I am thankful for this program,” James said. “My kids
are happier and I am happier.”

Apache Junction Unified School District is partnering with American Furniture Warehouse. Go into the AFW store
at 4700 S Power Road, in Gilbert anytime this year, mention AJUSD or one of the five schools in the district, and
AFW will donate 2 to 4 percent of the purchase price back to our district. So, if you're shopping for furniture,
here's a way to redecorate and help out AJUSD at the same time.

NJROTC

LOST DUTCHMAN
MARATHON
The Lost Dutchman Marathon celebrated its 20th
anniversary this year and while it looked different than
it has in the past – it was held virtually – its impact on
the city of Apache Junction and AJUSD will continue to
resonate.
Since 2002 the Lost Dutchman Marathon has donated
more than $708,000 to various organizations.
AJUSD has received $321,000, with $200,000 of that
earmarked for college scholarships and more than
$73,000 going to the track-and-field and cross country

Like a lot of eighth-grade students, Cactus Canyon’s

programs, allowing student athletes to participate while

Stephanie Moss became nervous as she looked ahead

not having to pay.

and thought about navigating high school as a freshman.

“The marathon has helped students throughout the

Where are my classrooms? How long do I have for lunch?

district,” said AJUSD superintendent Dr. Krista

What’s my locker combination? It can be stressful for a

Anderson. “Not just in sports but for ROTC, band and the

freshman. But that won’t be the case for Stephanie next

National Honor Society. We’re very thankful for their

year at Apache Junction High School because of her

support.”

participation this school year in a national NJROTC pilot
program.
The program allows eighth graders like Stephanie to join
the high school NJROTC — Navy Junior Reserve Officers
Training Corps.
“I want to join the Army or Navy when I’m older,” said
Stephanie, who has a grandfather who served in the
Marine Corps and an aunt who did ROTC. “I was going to
do NJROTC in high school but doing it early kind of made
it easier on me. I’m familiar with the teachers, the
people and the whole environment. I know my way
around campus now.”
Lt. Cmdr. Gary Lock, U.S. Navy retired, local NJROTC
advisor, said the school is one of only six to eight schools
nationwide taking part in the pilot program. The
proximity of the two schools — Apache Junction High
School and Cactus Canyon are separated by just 1 mile —
is an ideal set-up for the program.
“As long as the district wants it to happen and it doesn’t
cost them an arm and a leg to ship kids 20 miles, they
have the opportunity to do it,” Lt. Cmdr. Lock said.
Six Cactus Canyon students signed up for the program
this year, he said, and he’s hopeful more will sign up in
2021-22 if the junior high school and high school are on
the same class schedule.
“As a school, by allowing students the exposure it
allows the program to grow and that encourages others
to be part of a program that will benefit them in the long
run and help give them the skills to be successful in their
life no matter what they choose to do,” Cactus Canyon
principal Chad Cantrell said.

SPRING SPORTS BEGIN

MONTHLY AWARDS
Congratulations to our Students of the Month
Cooper Acosta, Joelle Valencia, Dominic Mendoza, Kiara Valerio, Nicholas Scarfone,
Marlee Inlow, Cliff Silver LeBaron, Laura Quinney, Andrew Coats and Hailey Keeme!

Congratulations to the Cactus Canyon Employees of the Month
Jodi Rodgers, Heather Lundquest and Jason Davis!

Congratulations to our Classified Employees of the Month
Cathy Tumerkan, Mary Todd, Kathy Barks and Christine Miller!

