Parent Prospector Press
To focus instruction for increased student achievement.

On Top of the World and Reaching for the Future
January 28, 2019 - February 2, 2019

Principal Update:
by Principal Dr. Angela Chomokos
This past week we held our first Prospector RUSH for our rising 9th grade students (current
8th grade students). It was the first step in their transitioning from junior high school to high
school. During this event, the students and their parents were informed about course offerings
and allowed time to complete their course requests for the 2019-2020 school year.
The transition from junior high to high school is one that millions of teens have done as they
move through their educational experiences. It is an exciting yet stressful time for many students. At AJHS, we are
working diligently to minimize this stress and create opportunities for these students to find a sense of belonging at
the high school. Interacting with childhood friends and making new friends has been noted by students as an area
of concern. To assist in this transition, we will once again be hosting a freshmen orientation prior to the start of
school, as well as starting a new mentoring program; LINK Crew where we match freshman students with
upperclassmen.
All of these events and activities are designed to give our students a sense of connection with their peers and
school. Research supports that when students are connected to their school they are more invested in their
education and tend to do better at tracking their personal achievement: grades, test scores, attendance and
discipline. LINK Crew is not the only opportunity for freshmen to learn about high school life, we are also offering
AVID and Health & Wellness courses where students can learn a variety of skills to support a successful freshman
year. Some of the skills learned include but are not limited to: the importance of keeping track of daily homework
assignments, long-term projects, assessments, note-taking, and staying organized.
We recognize that this is a major life transition for these young adults and we are committed to focusing our efforts
on giving them opportunities to find success from the onset of their freshmen year. Our intent is to connect every
incoming freshmen with a caring upperclassman beginning with freshmen orientation through the end of their
freshman year.
Best Regards,
Dr. Angela Chomokos

Our Administrators & Counselors
Dr. Angela Chomokos
Ms. Tanya Loftis
Ms. Sue Campbell
Mr. Tim Vanda
Ms. Dawn Schwenckert

Principal
Assistant Principal
Assistant Principal
Special Services/EVIT
Athletic Director/Teacher
StudCo Advisor

Bria Jenkins
Valerie McFarlin
Jillian Conway

Counselor Grades 9/10
Counselor Grades 11/12
Psychologist

Prospector Weekly Calendar
Monday, January 28
8:00 am
5:00 pm
6:00 pm

Admin Meeting
Quarterly Athletic Parent Meeting
Site Council Meeting

9/10 Building

Tuesday, January 29
8:00 am, 9:00 am
5:30 pm, 7:00 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm, 5:30 pm
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm

Anti Bullying/Suicide Prevention Assembly
Boys Basketball
Boys Soccer
Girls Basketball
Girls Soccer

PAC
North Gym, AJHS
Davis Field, AJHS
Glendale HS
Glendale HS

Wrestling

Florence HS

Thursday, January 31
4:00 pm, 5:30 pm
4:00 pm
4:00 pm, 5:30 pm
4:00 pm, 6:00 pm
7:00 pm

Boys Basketball
Boys Soccer
Girls Basketball
Girls Soccer
Drama Production “Wizard of OZ”

Cortez HS
Cortez HS
North Gym, AJHS
Davis Field, AJHS
PAC

Friday, February 1
6:30 am
7:00 pm
6:00 pm

PLC
Drama Production “Wizard of OZ”
Annual Military Ball

PAC

Saturday, February 2
8:00 am
12:00 pm

Wrestling Sectionals
Spring AIA Coaches Meeting

Florence HS
Mesa HS

Wednesday, January 30
3:00 pm

The Views at Superstition

Important Dates to Remember:
January 28
January 28
January 28
January 29

Rising Senior SY 19_20 registration
Site Council Meeting
Athletics Information Meeting
Assembly (Attorney General Office)
Anti-Bullying Presentation
January 30
Rising Junior registration
January 31 & February 1 Wizard of Oz
February 1
Military Ball
February 1
Rising Sophomore SY 19_20
registration
February 4-6
Writing Benchmark #2
February 8
Choir to NAU

February 9
ACT
February 13
Early Release
February 18
No School
February 21
Bus Evacuation
February 25
Site Council Meeting
February 25-March 1 IE Benchmark Posttest
March 2
NJROTC Car Show
March 5
ABODA Festival
March 6
Choir Concert
March 9
SAT
March 9
Drama Club Broadway Bound - NY
March 11-22
Spring Break

March 25-April 19 AIMS Science Testing
March 29
Lock-in
April 1-26
Spring AzMerit
April 10
Early Release
April 15
Academic Awards Night
April 19
No School
April 20
Prom
April 24
Scholarship Night
April 25-26
The Lion King Jr.
April 30 - May 1 AdvancEd Visit

May 6 - 8
May 6
May 7
May 8
May 9
May 10
May 11
May 15
May 23

IE Biology Posttest
42nd Annual Senior Scholarship Night
Band Concert
Early Release
Orchestra Concert
Beginning Drama Productions
Prom
Choir Pops Concert
Commencement (Graduation)

Field Trips
2/1/19

Annual Military Ball

NJROTC

If your field trip is not listed here contact Kathy Allyn at kallyn@goaj.org

Fundraisers
Student Council is selling Senior Shirts for $10. A mass email went out to all seniors, but please see any STUCO
member, Mrs. Schwenckert, or the bookstore for more information. We are pre-selling the shirts and will only be
purchasing a handful of extras. Don’t wait because the cost will go up to $15 upon arrival.
AJ Parks and Recreation helps host a Downtown Running Walking Series to help our athletic teams raise monies for
individual sport teams. 100% of the proceeds benefit our Athletic Teams. It is $20 for adults and $10 for youth. All
participants get a medal and if you participate in 3 or more events, you earn a t-shirt. We have two events remaining
for this school year:
Girls Basketball: 3/2/19
Boys Basketball: 4/6/19
Check in is at 9:00 a.m. and the run/walk begins at 9:30. Both events occur at Flatiron Park.
If your fundraiser is not listed here contact Kathy Allyn at kallyn@goaj.org

General Information:
Be sure to mark your calendars for our 21st Annual NJROTC Benefit Car and Motorcycle Show. The event will be
Saturday, March 2, 2019 from 10:00a - 3:00p. Anyone interested in entering a vehicle or making a prize donation can
contact Lisa Schroeder at 928-460-0331 or Daniele Darnell at 602-418-6633.
All AJHS Employees, starting Thursday if you wear a college t-shirt, you can wear jeans! We are hoping this will start
conversations with students about their future! Please encourage students to go see their counselors and/or Mrs
Johnson to start a game plan for their college career!
Teachers~~How do you change the system to personalize learning? Want to learn more about the power of student
advisories? Join Dr. Chomokos for a workshop on student advisories and the power of enabling students to know
well, and be known well, by at least one adult at AJHS. Research indicates that this connection and a sense of
belonging leads to improved student outcomes. Building supportive relationships between students and teachers.

Student Council Update
by Ms. Dawn Schwenckert

Student Council actively participated in Prospector Rush this past Wednesday. All 8th graders from Cactus Canyon
JH came over for the morning. Activities included: ice breakers, visiting of CTE classrooms, Counselor
presentation, and a PEP assembly. HUGE thanks to NJROTC, Cheer, Band, and all the teachers who helped pull this
together.

Bragging Corner
Sophomore Melvin Lopez deserves a big high five and congratulations for auditioning and making it into the
Regional Band! He worked so hard over the last few months and proved that he is among the top high school
musicians in the Phoenix area.
Mylee Williams also made it to Regional (7th Chair!!!) and she is the first regional singer in 4 years. Last one was her
brother, Preston Williams. Mylee worked hard on materials over the years and it paid off!
We couldn't be prouder of both Prospectors! If you see them this week, please congratulate them!

A HUGE thank you to our high school staff for welcoming CCJH students on campus this past week. It was a great
success and CCJHS students and staff had a fabulous time. STUCO hosted Club RUSH and pumped up AJHS
Prospector PRIDE with a class of 2023 Pep assembly.

Have Bragging News--please share!
This will allow us to recognize the many accomplishments of the Prospectors family. Send information to achomoko@goaj.org

_________________________

9/10 Academic Update
by Ms. Tanya Loftis
Second semester is off and running, please make sure you are reviewing your grades and taking care of both
current and eligible make-up assignments, projects, tests/quizzes. Do NOT wait to address your concerns with
teachers.
● Continue to dedicate 15-30 minutes a night to study or complete homework.
● Utilize “Lunchtime Tutoring” , the first 25 min. Of your 45 min. Lunch
Monday & Wednesday:
English & Social Studies
*arrange with your teacher

Tuesday & Thursday:

Mathematics & Science

*arrange with your teacher

In addition, please review your first semester grades to ensure no errors have occurred and
also checking your progress towards graduation requirements.

11/12 Academic Update
by Ms. Sue Campbell
Registration for Rising Juniors and Seniors
This week rising Juniors and Seniors will be making their course selections for the 2019-2020 school year.
Counselors will be in CTE classes Wednesday, January 30th and Thursday, January 31st for our rising Juniors and on
Monday, January 28th and Friday, February 1st in US/AZ History classes for our rising Seniors. Your student will be
bringing home a course selection for you to review and sign. Please discuss your student’s choices with them, sign
and return their course registration sheet. Registration for the 2019-2020 school year will be online this year. More
details will follow.
Celebrate your year with the purchase of a yearbook
To order your yearbook click the link below:
https://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1001689/Apache-Junction-High-School/2019-Yearbook/
2018070704194395070/CATALOG_SHOP/?utm_content=TOP-CTA-BUTTON&utm_medium=email&utm_campaig
n=YBK_MER1469_YBA_HOLIDYGFT&utm_source=exacttarget&utm_term=Trigger%20Overflow&campaign=19301
5
AJHS has a proud tradition of offering a high quality yearbook for students to celebrate their high school years.
Producing this type of quality yearbook is an expensive endeavor. We would like to always be able to offer this type
of yearbook to our students. Selling copies of the yearbook is the most important source of the program's income.
Celebrate your Senior with a Senior Ad in the Yearbook
Did you know you could celebrate your senior and their high school accomplishments by placing a senior ad in the
yearbook. Yearbook ads are a great way to celebrate student success and milestones and reflect on the person your
student has become. Show your pride and support your school at the same time.
There are a variety of options and prices for you to choose from:
$125.00 - Full Page
$80.00 - 1/2 Page
$50.00 -1/4 Page
The deadline to place your ad in the yearbook is January 31, 2019.
Visit the Josten’s website to design and place your ad today.
http://jostensadservice.com?REF=A00218800<http://jostensadservice.com/?REF=A00218800>

Counseling Corner
CAC will be coming to our campus on March 6th and 7th to give the Accuplacer test. Sign ups are in the front
office outside of Mrs Johnson’s office. Last day to sign up is March 1st!
Pinal County Federal Credit Union is offering a $500 scholarship to one AJ student planning to attend Central
Arizona College in the Fall of 2019. The applicant must have a minimum GPA of 3.0 and take a minimum of 12 credit
hours to qualify. Pick up the application from Ms. McFarlin in Counseling, Ms. Romney in the Bookstore, or from Ms.
Johnson in the Career Center. All applications are due by Friday, February 1st to Ms. McFarlin in Counseling by the
end of the day.
Job Opportunities
The Renaissance Festival has many fun job opportunities for the months of February and March. If anyone is
interested please call Jeremy at 480-234-9651 he is doing interviews this weekend!

Volunteer Opportunities
Mrs. Johnson has several companies that are looking for volunteers, if you need to get your hours in for your
scholarships! Go see her!
Tuesday, January 29: AJHS will be hosting a Suicide Prevention Presentation given by the Office of the Arizona
Attorney General’s office. The presentation will be given to the 9th and 10th graders first, followed by a second
presentation for our 11th and 12th graders. Information about presentations offered by the state can be found at
https://www.azag.gov/outreach/presentation-request

Special Services Update
AJHS is pleased to introduce two new instructors to the Life Skills program, Ms. Carrieres and Mr. Darling. A note
from Ms. Carrieres and Mr. Darling:
Prospector Family,
We are so excited to be teaching at AJHS and look forward to working with our colleagues to create a great learning
environment for our students. We are both new teachers and are ready to apply what we have learned throughout
our schooling to implement robust curriculum in this awesome program.
Mr. Darling is a graduate from AJUSD attending Kindergarten through 12th grade and graduating from AJHS in 2014.
He went on to attend college and play football at Friends University in Wichita, Kansas. Mr. Darling is also the
football coach for AJHS and was a paraprofessional in the classroom last semester.
Ms. Carrieres graduated from Northern Arizona University and completed her student teaching at Williams Field
High School in the Life Skills Program. While living in Flagstaff, Ms. Carrieres was a paraprofessional with
experience in grades K-12, and is eager to get to know each student, and is passionate about their success.
We look forward to providing open communication with parents and encourage parents to reach out to either of us.
Mr. Darling and Ms.Carrieres

EVIT Update
By Mr. Tim Vanda
The EVIT EXPO had a wonderful turnout for their main event of the year. If you did not get a chance to visit the
campus feel free to contact EVIT directly and set up a time to tour during the week.
EVIT, is Joint Technical Education District (JTED) serving high school students and adults who reside in 10 East
Valley school districts and provides advanced career and technical education (CTE) at two central campuses in
Mesa – the Main and East campuses – and at Apache Junction High School. Starting next August, EVIT will also be
operating a central campus in Fountain Hills.
The EVIT JTED also provides funding to its 10 founding member districts so they can offer CTE at their high schools
too. But unlike those programs, EVIT Main, a 65-acre campus in west Mesa, and EVIT East, an 11-acre campus at
6625 S. Power Road, are all CTE, all the time. EVIT Main and East students spend a half-day at their high schools in
academic classes and a half-day at an EVIT central campus in advanced career training.
“We also hope East Valley families who have never visited the campus will call and set up a tour that is offered
weekly to see the many tuition-free career training options we can provide their students. You really have to see
EVIT for yourself to understand how we can help your child find their career passion – and turn that passion into a
paycheck.”
EVIT offers over 40 tuition-free programs for high school students who reside in Mesa, Scottsdale, Chandler,
Gilbert, Higley, Tempe, Fountain Hills, J.O. Combs, Queen Creek and Apache Junction districts. Tuition-based
programs for adults are also offered, with financial aid available to those who qualify.

EVIT students have a 98 percent high school graduation rate, 2 out of 3 go on to college, and 92 percent are in jobs,
college or the military within one year of completing their training.

Athletic Update
by Ms. Dawn Schwenckert
The wrestling team celebrated Senior night on Wednesday, 1/23. Congratulations and the best of luck to the
following Seniors: Adams, Robert; Brunson, Kenneth; Fabritz, Justin

What’s the Score?
Sport

Opponent

JV

Varsity

Washington

Loss

Loss

Dysart

Loss

Loss

Washington

Loss

Win

Dysart

Loss

Win

Cactus

Loss

Loss

Boys Basketball

Girls Basketball

Boys Soccer

Washington

Loss

Dysart

Loss

Washington
Girls Soccer

Wrestling

Win

Win

Dysart

Loss

Thunderbird,
ALA - QC,
Glendale

Win

Pinnacle
Invitational
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